[date]
The Honorable (full name)
(Room #) (Name) Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator:
As a constituent and a pediatric pharmacist at [children’s hospital], I urge you to support the Veterans’, Seniors’, and Children’s Health Technical Correction Act of 2010 as passed by the House of Representatives (H.R. 5712). Currently, the legislation has been placed on the Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders (Calendar No. 465). 

As you know, hospitals that serve low-income populations participate in a discount drug program known as 340B. Healthcare reform legislation expanded this discount program to free-standing cancer centers, critical care hospitals, and rural referral centers. However, the expansion of the program excluded orphan drugs from discounted pricing for entities that were newly made eligible in the healthcare reform law. In a seemingly well-intentioned mistake, free-standing children’s hospitals were included in the newly expanded list. But free-standing children’s hospitals began participating in the 340B program in September 2009, months before healthcare reform became law. The mistake excludes children’s hospitals from benefiting from 340B pricing of orphan drugs. Exclusion from 340B pricing for orphan drugs make-up a majority of the savings (50-90%) and may cost the free standing children’s hospitals in excess of $109 million annually.  
Several organizations such as the Pediatric Pharmacy Advocacy Group (PPAG), the National Association of Children’s Hospitals and Related Institutions (NACHRI), Child Health Corporation of America (CHCA), and Safety Net Hospitals for Pharmaceutical Access (SNHPA) support the correction as contained in HR 5712. Currently, Senator Sherrod Brown is obtaining signatures in a letter urging Majority Leader Harry Reid to correct this mistake “at the earliest opportunity” in the Senate. I urge you to join Senator Brown in this effort. 
340B pricing helps free-standing children’s hospitals provide basic care to children. Thank you for considering this important issue.
Sincerely, 

[Name, PharmD]
[TITLE]
[ADDRESS]
[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]
Daytime phone: [number]
Email: [email]
